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Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) 
 

As you may be aware by now, all classes at Fairfield Intermediate are now Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) 
classrooms. Here are some answers to frequently asked questions - 
 

What sort of device can my child bring to school? 

We have a few specific requirements for the BYODs at FIS, they are: 
 The screen size must be bigger than 12 inches to allow students to be able to see the screen. 
 No mobile phones are to be used as a BYOD. 
 Must be able to connect to Wifi. 
 Needs to hold a charge in the battery for 2 hours minimum. 

 

  ✔️ Windows Laptops  ✔️ Apple Laptops  ✔️ Chromebooks 

✔️ iPads   ❌ iPad Minis   ✔️ Android Tablets 

✔️Windows Tablets  ✔️ Google Tablets  ❌ Smartphones  

 
Which device should I buy for my child? 

There are many different devices and this can become very confusing for parents purchasing one from a range 
of brands and device functionality.  Hopefully this table should help narrow the decision down. 

 
 

About Benefits Drawbacks 

Laptop 

A whole computer, but portable. 
Runs on programs that can be 
placed on the computer and 
uses one of these to go online.  
 

 Extra programs can be 
downloaded onto the 
computer. 

 Can run several 
programs at once. 

 Keyboard for typing. 

  Bigger and often 
heavier. 

  More expensive. 

Chromebook 

Works completely using an 
online based program that has 
some offline functionality. 
Everything is run through the 
chrome browser. This is simple 
to use device, but can be 
limited. 

 Quick and requires less 
RAM to run. 

 Small and light. 
 A cheaper option. 
 Easy to just log on and 

use. 

  Cannot install 
programs on the 
machine. 

  Only online platforms 
can be used (if 
available) for 
programs. 

iPad and 
Other 
Tablets 

A touch screen device that uses 
apps instead of programs. Apps 
are downloaded and used to 
allow access to several utilities 
and games. 

 Compact.  
 Apps are easy to use. 
 Easy to take photos 

with. 

  No external keyboard 
for easy typing. 

  Limited by the apps 
installed. 

 
What does all the jargon mean? 

 RAM (Memory) = What the computer uses for speed. More means it is quicker and able to run more at a 

time. 8GB is ok, 16GB is better for a laptop. For Chromebooks 2GB is ok, 4-6GB is better. 
 Hard Disk Drive or HDD = This is how much the computer can store. As this fills up the computer gets 

slower. 
 Processor Chip = This is what the computer uses to think and use the information coming in and out of 

it. Some are dual cores (ADM A6, Core i3) and some are quad cores (Core i5 & i7). The more cores 
means that the computer can work on more than one task at a time more efficiently. 

 Operating System = There are two main ones here, Windows or Mac. This is what allows you to use 

and see the screen of the computer as more than just a bunch of numbers and equations. 
 

If you have any other questions please don’t hesitate to ask. 
 


